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Abstract

From amazingly colorful antique relics to the attempts to standardize colors in biomedical imaging – color is gaining in relevance in the sciences. Yet the epistemic role of color, its long-standing neglect due to historic symbolic ascriptions - in part as being un-scientific -, and the function of color in visualizations for internal scientific use have not received much attention in the sciences and humanities to date. This is especially the case for non-mimetic color use, i.e. when color is of mere semiotic use instead of mimicking nature. Such non-mimetic color use is mostly the case in scientific diagrams.

Focusing on contrasting famous, if not iconic, biochemical maps, this talk paper elaborates on diagrammatic traditions of metabolism charts between tube maps and electrical circuits and explores the development of the different colour codes.

